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PUNISHING CHILDREN 


Saving them from themselves 


Since children, by definition and biology, are the largest least powerful 
group of humans in the world, it follows that they are the frequent 
targets of punishment, especially as their punishment is widely believed to 
be “for their own good.” “Spare the rod and spoil the child,” is a universal 
justification for spanking them. They are, after their mothers, the 
“weakest” of humans. Yet it is in them that the future of society (by 
which we mean “civilization’”) resides, always uncertain, always unpre- 
dictable, always on the edge of collapse. Children carry the burden of 
civilization, transferred to them by their parents who, regardless of 
their own achievements, some highly questionable, indeed are 
inevitably questioned by their children, thus giving rise to both the 
absolute need of their discipline and the unstated guilt that reveals the 
hypocrisy residing just beneath the practices of discipline. These 
disciplinary practices cannot avoid punishments, intended and 
unintended. The discipline of women by their male forebears pales in 
comparison to that of children. Women simply give birth to children. 
In children, however, resides the future, even that of their parents. 
There is much more at stake. The discipline of women has been simply 
to keep them in their place, and with a few exceptions, that has been 
successful throughout history. But children can never be kept in their 
place, for soon they turn into adults, young adults who are stronger 
than their parents. Revolution is inevitable, and parents know that, as 
do politicians. It is why wars, mostly started by their parents, have 
been fought by young adults. 
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Tough Love 

















Graphic 70. A Nanny spanks a child. Illustration from L’assiette au beurre. 
No. 144, Jan. 2, 1904, p. 2413. 
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What for. Who could say, for a child this young? 
The punishment. Slapping with an open hand. 


Why it matters. Discipline begins at home, so the saying goes, a 
saying especially believed by school teachers who blame the bad 
behavior of their students on their parents. It is a creed of those in 
whose care children are given, that one should never punish in anger. 
But we know that corporal punishment is widespread even today, 
probably because of frustration and anger when a child does not do as 
he or she is told. What could be this child’s offense? Crying? Not 
sleeping? Refusing to eat? This picture is probably the most important 
in this entire book. It depicts the very primitive beginning of discipline 
though punishment, does it not? And it will be expressed by these 
children when they become adults. Is this not so? How can adults deny 
this basic, primitive, evolutionary fact? 
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Shoe Beating 
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What for. You name it. Giving cheek? Hitting a sister? 
The punishment. Spanking with a shoe. 


Why it matters. As with all punishments, specific instruments and 
mechanisms are invented or adapted for the administration of punish- 
ment. Leather has proven to be a constant companion to the punisher. 
Leather has many uses, and of course has been used extensively with 
whips, straps (dad’s old razor sharpening strap), belts (“I'll give you a 
belting”) and straps made especially for punishment in schools. This is 
an unusual illustration, given that traditionally it was the father who 
was called on to apply the punishment. Note also that all three of the 
children are crying. This is a case where the effects of corporal 
punishment on one child overflow to the suffering of those who watch 
and suffer. The father (presumably) watches nonchalantly as the 
(presumed) mother whacks the kids. It is also possible that the pun- 
isher is not the mother but a servant or housemaid carrying out one of 
her chores. 
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Spare the Rod, Spoil the Child 








Graphic 72. A birching in a 19" century School. 
Illustration of unknown origin. 











A a A 


hl 
=, 


iy 


») hy 
| 





















































Graphic 73. Switching in the classroom. 19 century 
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What for. Disobedience. 
The punishment. The rod, the strap. 


Why it matters. Corporal punishment has been the preferred means of 
discipline, especially of boys, since schools were invented, probably by 
the Romans, whose tutors routinely belted their students. Backing up 
parental discipline, schools evolved to inculcate obedience in their 
children. Punishment was applied for a range of rule breaking: 
disrespect, talking too much, disrupting the class, not doing one’s 
homework, wearing the wrong clothes, not paying attention, copying 
from another’s work, cheating, being late for school, and no doubt 
many disobediences. Until at least the first half of the 20th century, 
schools, especially boarding schools, depended heavily on corporal 
punishment to keep discipline and also to “toughen them up” as boys 
should be. Many schools were run on military lines. Schools in the 
Victorian era, and still today, are probably the place where children are 
physically punished the most. 
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Spanking Machine 





Ny YO) ALL 100M WATED OT 


RULES UWS vy¥ “400 10M aM FLY GETERNNLE 
TO BESTRICTLY ATIENOEO TO acme \\ NN WE ae pn és 
ee Ge = . 
aS ~o5 509 


OF CHASTISEMENT WITH TRC Wal?’ 





Graphic 74. Spanking Machine. reer from Coles Picture Book 
for Boys, 19 century. 


THE ELEMENTARY FORMS OF PUNISHMENT 157 


What for. All boys are guilty of something. 
The punishment. Mass punishment 


Why it matters. Although this drawing appeared in the Coles Picture 
Book for Boys, it is hard to imagine that such a drawing would appear 
in a picture book for girls. Boys were, and likely still are, the assumed 
“little devils” who had to be disciplined. For many years the schools in 
Australia and other parts of the British Empire bore the brunt of 
corporal punishment, and to corporally punish girls was forbidden. Not 
that it was not used on them, especially in boarding schools. It is 
doubtful that in the schools of the 19" and first part of the 20" centuries 
there was any boy who escaped the strap. As the industrial revolution 
got under way and the concept of mass production took hold, it was 
only to be expected that any machine for administering corporal 
punishment en masse would be imagined, if not built. 
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Paddling 

















Graphic 75. Paddling. Adapted from the Demoulin Bros. Catalog of 
extraordinary Inventions. No. 439. (1930), pages 71-74 
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What for. Whatever. 
The punishment. Paddling. 


Why it matters. Paddling is so widely accepted as a punishment, even 
today, that its use is often the focus of jokes, and has formed, in the 
USA a major role in hazing. The Catalog of extraordinary Inventions 
specialized in the sale of many different devices that could be used at 
parties, especially hazing in fraternity houses in US colleges. The 
reader might reasonably claim that this is not a punishment, because 
for a punishment to be a punishment the object of the punishment must 
have done something wrong, that is, he has to deserve the punishment. 
In the case of hazing we see the extreme form of self-punishment, 
aided by an “accomplice.” Ironically the same set-up operates when 
those who oppose the death penalty campaign for a reprieve for a 
murderer, only to find that the condemned (the object of punishment) 
requests that he be put to death. About ten percent (149) of all 
executions in the USA since the death penalty was reintroduced in 
1976 were conducted at the request of the murderer. However, in the 
case of hazing, the acceptance of the punishment is not to assuage 
one’s guilt (or to avoid an awful punishment such as life in prison), but 
to reach a better stage or station in the group into which he is being 
initiated. One might say that it amounts to fake punishment, since it is 
punishment without guilt—either of the punished or the punisher. 
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Patented Caning Machine 
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Graphic 76. The Tuchenhagen caning machine, Patent 
Applied for, 1974. Adapted from the original German patent. 
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What for. Juvenile delinquency. 
The punishment. Caning applied to the rear end. 


Why it matters. In an attempt to remove the anger and (potentially uncon- 
trollable) physical violence that is an obvious part of spanking, 
machines of various kinds have been invented to take the place of a 
human. The trouble with using human officials to administer this type 
of punishment is that the severity or intensity of the punishment will 
vary according to the punisher’s emotional state and physical strength. 
This machine was proposed by its inventor to replace jail or other 
punishments for juvenile delinquents. They would be available in each 
town, the delinquent would be issued a card that he would insert into 
the machine and it would record the date, time and number of strokes 
administered. As far as can be determined, no person has been judicially 
spanked or paddled for an offense by a machine of any kind, although 
if you do a search on the internet you will likely find some persons 
who have attempted to spank themselves with various contraptions. 
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The Rule of Law 

















Graphic 77. A good catholic caning. 19‘ century drawing. 





Graphic 78. The ruler of law. 
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What for. Whatever the master or mistress says. 
The punishment. Caning or whacking with a ruler. 


Why it matters. The Roman Catholic tradition and Christianity generally, 
have promoted corporal punishment as a means of inculcating morals 
in miscreant children. Flagellation has played a significant part in the 
history of Christianity, including among adults, self-flagellation, and it 
is not unknown in some Islamic sects. Flogging persists in many 
private and religious schools, especially boarding schools even of no 
religious denomination. Sir Winston Churchill was mercilessly beaten 
at the private school (Harrow) he attended as a small child, as were 
most of his schoolmates. In regular schools, the real “rule of law” (see 
graphic 202) held sway, and probably still does in many parts of the 
world. It is an ideal, measured, administrative tool of punishment, and 
is always available. 
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Severe Flogging 














century drawing. 


Graphic 79. Flogging of delinquent boy. 19" 
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What for. Juvenile delinquency. 
The punishment. Severe flogging. 


Why it matters. In the Victorian era, outside the classroom and perhaps 
today in some towns and police precincts, a tough punishment was 
widely viewed as a necessity, especially for boys, and especially in 
institutions built and maintained for boys who were runaways, orphans 
or delinquents. Flogging was the standard punishment for boys who 
absconded (ran away) from Borstal (an institution for delinquents in 
England) well into the 20" century. It appears in this picture, that the 
boy is being flogged in the police precinct, given the number of police 
in attendance. One might argue, that perhaps a good flogging did far 
less damage than locking the delinquent up in an institution for a year 
or more, where he would learn from other delinquents. 
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Conscription 





Washington D.C. .http://arabcenterdc.org/policy_analyses/child-soldiers-in- 
yemen-one-element-of-a-humanitarian-disaster/ 
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What for. Killing whoever they are told to kill. 
The punishment. Prison, rehabilitation or none. 


Why it matters. Though the numbers are questionable, there are probably 
somewhere between 100,000 and 200,000 child soldiers around the 
world conscripted into various armies, militias or terrorist gangs. Child 
soldiers may be as young as 10 years old, even in some cases younger. 
The supposed official cut-off between child and adult soldier is 18. 
Depending on the jurisdiction, child soldiers who are prosecuted for 
“war crimes” may either receive tough prison sentences or 
“rehabilitation,” though exactly what the latter entails is generally 
unknown. Like all soldiers, they have been forced into committing 
very violent acts, and in some cases of those who have been well 
“trained” in use of the weapons of war, they have voluntarily carried 
out their military duties. The countries and regions most often cited as 
those that tolerate and conscript children into the military are, or have 
been Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Iraq, Myanmar, Nigeria, Somalia, and South Sudan. We are 
faced here with very difficult moral decisions. The killing and maiming of 
innocents by young soldiers is the product of war, and although there 
are rules of warfare, these are generally ignored. In any case the rules 
are generally applied only to the losers of the war. How can such 
children/adults be rehabilitated? And can “rehabilitation” be considered a 
true punishment? Many modern (that is, 20" century) penologists would 
say that rehabilitation is a substitute for punishment. Can soldiers (on the 
losing side) who kill be rehabilitated by a prison term? The fact is, all 
soldiers, regardless of age, are taught to kill. And they are certainly not 
taught to feel sorry after they kill. It is part of their training not to feel 
sorry for killing. So the idea that they should be rehabilitated for their 
acts of war carries very little weight. And since when was it a bad idea 
to punish children (all children) for their wrongful acts? It is a part of 
their acculturation into society that probably, like all societies, was 
created out of acts of violence, in some cases teenagers, the likes of 
Alexander the Great. 
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Child Labor 
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Graphic 81. Child Labor in the mines. 
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What for. Old enough to work. 
The punishment. Hard labor. 


Why it matters. Child labor was common until the end of the 19" 
century. Indeed, some would say it was a necessity in order for poorer 
families to survive. The most notorious use of child labor in the history 
of Western civilization was their use in the coal mines in 18" and 19" 
century England and elsewhere in the world of the industrial revolution. 
Of course children as slaves was also common, and continues today in 
many different forms, such as sex trafficking, soldiering, and drug 
trafficking). 
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Child Abuse 





Graphic 82. When punishment is child abuse. Caution: Don’t try this at home! 
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What for. Being a child. 
The punishment. Anything that works. 


Why it matters. This picture is from a book of fiction of course. But it 
gets the point across. There are times when punishment of children 
turns into child abuse, violence plain and simple. The political and 
physical weakness of children ensures that they have no choice but to 
obey their parents, or else.... This political weakness of childhood is 
made all the more drastic because it is, at least in all Western and 
Western related societies, enclosed, for the most part, in secrecy. Not 
unlike a prison. Thus, the parental autocracy cannot be questioned 
although it may be undermined in some societies by the external 
education system when it contravenes the values and disciplinary 
methods of the parents. In most Western societies, however, the public 
school systems are designed generally to reinforce a particular set of 
norms that support the government of that society. In all such societies 
parents are “free” do discipline their children as they want, except, in 
21" century societies where child abuse (family violence) is used as a 
means of discipline. Depending on one’s values, though, the line 
between abuse and discipline is difficult to draw. The extent to which 
parents use corporal punishment to discipline inside the home is 
anybody’s guess, though some surveys have found that it is around 
seventy per cent. 
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Ear Pull 








INTERRUPTED COURTSHIP. 











Graphic 83. The Historic ear pull. Illustration from a 
Tom Sawyer Story. 





at 
Graphic 84. It hurts. 
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What for. Whatever the master or mistress says. 
The punishment. Pulling the ear. 


Why it matters. In the classroom this was a very effective way to 
make a child, he or she was told. In these modern times touching a 
child in your care is rather risky, especially in the classroom. Pulling 
the ear has a considerable advantage over the more violent corporal 
punishment of smacking, birching, strapping, or caning. It also takes 
less physical effort of the teacher. Further, in contrast to whacking, 
pulling the ear can force the child to go wherever one wants to lead 
him. In the same category as this punishment is pinching the neck or 
pinching a small amount of hair between thumb and forefinger. This 
can cause much more immediate pain than an ear pull and can also 
force the child to go wherever the hair pull demands. However as 
already noted, the disadvantage of this class of punishments is that one 
must directly touch the child. Flogging a child with an implement 
technically is not touching the child. It is a more impersonal punishment. 
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Today’s Lesson: the Dunce 
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Graphic 85. (Left). The dunce before his classmates. 











Graphic 86. The dunce isolated from his classmates. 


THE ELEMENTARY FORMS OF PUNISHMENT 175 


What for. Failure to succeed in the classroom. 
The punishment. Humiliation. 


Why it matters. Many teachers and parents have resorted to this form 
of punishment in an effort to avoid corporal punishments of the kind so 
far depicted. The important feature of this punishment, as is so well 
demonstrated in the many medieval punishments—the pillory being a 
prime example —is that the offender’s peers are called upon to join in 
with the humiliation. In fact, humiliation as a punishment would not 
work if the onlookers disapproved of the punishment. This is in contrast to 
a child being flogged. Onlookers may not join in the “enjoyment” of 
seeing the offender cry or scream when hit. In fact, the entire purpose 
of violent punishments is to put fear into the onlookers as well. With 
humiliation the onlookers become part of the punishment. It is rather 
like the Roman military punishment of decimation that required the 
offender’s peers to beat him to death. 
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Graphic 87. The shame of offending. 
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What for. What the sign says. 
The punishment. Shaming. 


Why it matters. Shaming differs from humiliation in one important 
way: the punished must display a sign or some other visible action that 
tells onlookers what they did wrong. It may also be accompanied by 
acts of contrition, or lesson teaching, which in this case, makes the 
boys walk to school and not take the bus. In general, this is a punish- 
ment that has been embraced by reformers of punishment who argue 
that the most effective punishment is to shame the offenders, rather 
than some serious punishment like sending them to prison, or dishing 
out corporal punishment, and once they have been shamed, for the 
onlookers to embrace them and invite them back onto the community. 
The argument in favor of this punishment is that it is a psychological 
punishment rather than a crass physical bashing or smacking of the 
kids. Of course, psychological pain inflicted as punishment can have 
serious physical consequences—depression and suicide for example. 
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Yelling 








Graphic 88. The physical punishment of yelling. 
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What for. Disobedience, probably. 
The punishment. Sitting in a corner and being yelled at. 


Why it matters. If corporal punishment is distasteful, try a parallel 
form of corporal punishment, YELLING. “Do you hear me?” This is 
not exactly a non-corporal punishment. The child may have to be “led” 
(perhaps by the ear or a pinch of hair) into the corner. And the loud 
noise of yelling has a visible physical effect on the child. One can see 
this by the way his head is hunched up behind his knees. One suspects 
that it was another family member who took this photograph and was 
embarrassed at the rage being delivered at the child. This is very much 
a physical punishment, no matter what! It should be no surprise that 
among the many torture techniques to break down suspected terrorists, 
various non-corporal punishments are used, such as, loud noises 
especially loud music, denial of light, or its opposite denial of darkness 
for sleep. It is likely that there are no punishments that are purely 
nonphysical or non-corporal. Is there another way? 
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Time Out 
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Graphic 89. The point of hope. 
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What for. Disobedience, probably. 
The punishment. Banishment (aka. time out). 


Why it matters. “That’s it! Go to your room! Time out!” Young 
children can be very annoying, even a big nuisance to adults, especially 
their parents. it may well be that schools as we know them today came 
into being as much to give parents a break from being locked up with 
their children at home, constantly having to deal with their 
inexhaustible demands for entertainment, food, dislikes, and if there 
are siblings, competing and fighting with each other. Before women 
entered the work force as they have today, it was mothers who had to 
deal with the discipline at home, often able to use the threat of “If you 
do that again, just wait till your father comes home!” (see further below). 
The hope that parents have today is, that if one sends the recalcitrant 
child to his or her room for Time Out, the house gains a little peace and 
quiet. The problem with this punishment in modern times is that there 
may be all sorts of pleasurable things a child can do in his or her 
room—TV, iPads, video games, maybe even favorite books to read. So 
it is not clear whether this is a punishment at all. The only value it 
seems to have is to give parents a little relief from the constant 
bombardment of their children’s needs, demands, and just plain 
energy. Well-off parents in 19" century England, and perhaps still 
today, sent their children to boarding school, often at quite an early 
age. And if they could not do that, they hired a live-in tutor. One 
wonders what will happen with punishment in the home as a result of 
the Novel Corona-19 virus pandemic when all governments, with a 
couple of exceptions, have closed the schools and ordered people to 
stay at home. A recipe for parent and child abuse? 
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Threat 
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Graphic 90. Pointing is not enough. 























Graphic 91. The sign of the strap. 


THE ELEMENTARY FORMS OF PUNISHMENT 183 


What for. Answering back, disrespect, disobedience. 
The punishment. “Wait till I tell your father!” 


Why it matters. If one is against the use of corporal punishment, threats 
may be delivered in no uncertain terms. “Don’t you ever do that 
again!” Unfortunately, threats are of little use if they are not backed up 
with something heavy. If not, the kid may stick his tongue out at you 
and provoke you into losing your temper. And if that happens and you 
punish out of control, the kid wins, right? Or, one may keep a strap 
handy, as the sign of what will happen, a concrete communication of a 
threat. And it was the tradition, that the father wielded the strap —the 
iconic razor strap or leather belt. Graphic 91 captures the dark, 
unfathomable atmosphere of punitive communication. We do not know 
whether the child has already been strapped, and the father is growling, 
“Now say you are sorry! Let this be a lesson to you!” Or whether it has 
been the sight of the strap that has led the child to cry in anticipation of 
the forthcoming punishment. If the child is sorry, is he sorry for what 
he did, or for getting the strap? 
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Shock Incarceration 





Graphic 92. Shocking incarceration. 
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What for. Being an incorrigible juvenile delinquent. 
The punishment. Shock incarceration. 


Why it matters. Teenagers, especially male teenagers and young 
adults, we all know have far too much physical and hormonal energy. 
Much more than their parents, whose physical power over them 
diminishes much too quickly, and they are left mostly with only two 
forms of power: (1) the power that comes from the mysterious 
authority (respect) the parents have hopefully built up as they “brought 
up” their child, and (2) money. Teenagers quickly learn that many of 
the ruses parents use to discipline their children are based on hollow 
assertions or fiats, the old adage, “Don’t do as I do, do as I tell you.” 
All teenagers, especially when they join various youth groups and/or 
gangs, share the common feeling of being oppressed by their parents, 
and in the larger world, by the autocratic structure of schools and 
society in general. The police are especially the representatives of the 
arbitrary, autocratic rule over them. It is little wonder that many terror 
groups, and militaries in wars, recruit from teens and young adults, 
including turning a blind eye to young recruits who lie about their age 
as happened in both World Wars of the 20" century. Of course, the 
great irony is that the military is the most autocratic and dictatorial 
organization there is. So it is amazing that the idea of shock incar- 
ceration to “straighten out” incorrigible teenagers and young adults is 
used to “teach them a lesson and how to obey orders.” Shock incar- 
ceration that applies extreme military drill on its inmates is a common 


21St century punishment used against juvenile miscreants as a “shock” 
method of brief (6 months) incarceration, designed to “straighten them 
out.” In addition to extreme drill, miscreants are singled out and 
subjected to severe public humiliation in order to set an example. What 
example does humiliation set? Research has shown that this punish- 
ment does not work. That is, it does not straighten them out. 


